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Special Offer: Join at Novacon 30 for just £28.00! 


Novacon 30 
Date: 10-12th November 2000. 
Venue: The Britannia Hotel, New Street, Birmingham. 
Guest of Honour: Chris Priest. 
Special Guest: Rog Peyton. Guest Artist: David A. Hardy. 


Read Me Inside! 


This publication gives you all the information we think you'll need whilst you are 
inside the Britannia; for information about Eating Out, cashpoints etc. please refer 
to your Read Me Outside! 


The Programme 
by Maureen Kincaid Speller 


Please note that this programme may change slightly on the day. Events will be 
in the Gloucester Room on the 9th floor unless otherwise stated. 


FRIDAY 

Fri 6.45 

Why we are here 

Our guests discuss why they got involved in SF and fandom in the first place ~ and 
why they are still here. What has sf given to them — and what have they given to 
SF? 

Dave Hardy, Chris Priest, Rog Peyton Mod: Chris Morgan 


Fri 8.00 

Spaceguard 

In September, a task force reported to the British Government on ways in which 
the UK could contribute to an international Spaceguard project. Jay Tate tells us 
about the dangers of asteroid impact — and the technology that could protect us. 
Major Jonathan Tate 


Fri 9.15 

Science and/or science fiction 

Hugo Gernsback saw scientifiction as providing ideas for scientists, John W. 
Campbell saw science fiction as a place where scientists could try out their ideas, 
and just this year we have heard of a science think tank that has called on science 
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fiction authors for ideas they might develop. But does sf really have anything to 
contribute to science? 
Amanda Baker, Simon Bradshaw, Marcus Rowland 


Fri 10.30 

PC Art Show 

An introduction to the CD-ROM art show that we’re staging throughout the 
Convention, 


SATURDAY 

Sat 10 

Summarising Priest Competition 

Following the model of Monty Python's Summarising Proust Competition, we ask 
contestants to summarise any of our GoH's novels in the shortest time possible. 
Judge: Chris Priest 


Sat 11.15 

Special Guest 

Your chance to find out everything you ever wanted to know about the bookdealer, 
publisher and above all fan who is our Special Guest. 

Rog Peyton 


Sat 12.30 

What's hot and what's not. 

Our guest reviewers are asked to name one book you absolutely must read — and 
one you should avoid like the plague. 

Del Cotter, Chris O'Shea, Yvonne Rowse, Jennifer Swift Mod: Paul Kincaid 


Sat 1.45 

Fanfundery 

What’s it like on a TAFF or GUFF trip? And what do the winners really get out of 
the whole thing? Recent winners share their best travellers’ tales. 

Sue Mason, Paul Kincaid Mod: Maureen Kincaid Speller 


Sat 3.00 

Guest of Honour 

Meet one of Britain’s most acclaimed writers as he gives his Guest of Honour 
speech. 

Chris Priest 


Sat. 15 
Novacon Debate: Is there still a role for the SF Convention? 
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Eastercons no longer have competing bids (in fact sometimes it seems we barely 
scrape a bid at all). We ask the awkward question: have conventions had their day” 
Is it time to let them die a natural death — or is there anything fresh that can be 
done with them, and anyone fresh to do it? 

Alison Scott and Vince Docherty lead the discussion 


Sat 5.30 

Dave Hardy Slide Show 

Discover the amazing astronomical paintings of our Guest Artist. 
Dave Hardy 


Sat 6.45 

Quiz 

Teams of four pit their wits against each other and, of course, our fiendish question 
master. 

Roger Robinson 


Sat 8.00 

The myths that shape us — the myths we shape 

Myths and legends have always had a political function, and still do today. We 
look at how they have designed to shape our lives and opinions. But we also 
consider how our lives and opinions shape the myths we tell. : 

Cherith Baldry, Ken MacLeod, Lisanne Norman, Mod: Michael Abbott 


Sat 9.15 
They Think It's All Buzzcocks! 
The intellectual highpoint of the convention: Messrs Siddall & Hicks display their 


unerring grasp of the silly game. Vietims Volunteers welcome! 
Mike Siddall, Dave Hicks 


Sat 10.30 
Jack of Herts 
Live music by a great live band, featuring renowned rock god John Harvey. 


SUNDAY 

Sun 10 

Judging a Book by its Cover 

What makes us pick up a book and open it in the first place? As a precursor to the 
book auction, we discuss the relative merits of the title, the author, the cover 
illustration, the blurb, the quotes, the reviews and everything else that tries to 
persuade us to buy a book. 

Brian Ameringen, David Hardy, Rog Peyton Mod: Julian Heudlong 
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Sun 11.15 

Book, Art & Fan Fund Auction 

This is the moment you’ve been saving all those hard-earned pennies for. Your 
chance to invest in wonderful pictures, rare books, and lots of things you might 
never have realised you needed before. 


Sun 12.30 

Yesterday's Tomorrows 

We ask our panellists to choose their favourite tomorrows as depicted in sf books, 
films, comics, paintings or what have you — then discuss why we're not living in 
that future. 

Claire Brialey, Kev McVeigh, Farah Mendlesohn, Mod: Maureen Kincaid Speller 


Sun 1.45 

Guest Artist 

Dave Hardy displays his lightning skill with a brush, then answers your questions. 
Dave Hardy 


Sun 3.00 

Forum: The Future of Science Fiction 

On the model of our successful forum on the Two Cultures last year, we turn our 
attention now to science fiction itself. At the dawn of a new century, does sf 
actually have a future — and if so, what shape might it take? 

Andrew Builer, Steve Jeffery, John Meaney, Christopher Priest Mod: Caroline 
Mullan 


Sun 4.15 

What is Fandom For? 

We ask the panel to explain why they're fans, and what is the point of us all being 
here this weekend. Doug Bell, Bridget Bradshaw, Julie Rigby 


Sun 8 


International Beer Tasting 
Bring your own — and sample some of the local brews on offer. 


Finally, we also have the Dave Lally Programme in the Severn Room (next door to 
Novacon Registration -- see below and the flip chart outside the room for details). 


6 


Dave Lally’s Programme 
Some little time ago the British Film Institute (BFI) did a survey amongst the Film 


Industry regarding the 100 best UK Films of all time (e.g. winners included 
BRIDGE ON THE RIVER KWAI, ICE COLD IN ALEX etc.) 

More recently the BFI (which also covers TV) did a similar survey amongst 
1,600 people within that industry (both in front of and behind the camera, 
academics, writers etc) and released its 100 UK programmes survey on 5" 
September at a reception. Excerpts of sf shows from that 100 will be shown this 
weekend. 

Dave Lally (one of those polled in the survey) reports below — and his own 
full choices will be on display at the con: 

The BFI’s own TV Unit Staff (most of whom I know well) themselves 
whittled down over 60 years of UK TV output (BBC — later BBC1: 1936-, ITV: 
1955-, BBC 2: 1964-, C4: 1982- and that upstart “C4+1/2” {C5}) down to about 
650 programmes divided over six categories. These were: Single Drama (plays 
etc), Drama Specials/Serials, Comedy, Youth, Factual, Lifestyle and finally Light 
Entertainment. They also included a separate, overseas category (i.e. all non-UK). 

Those polled had to vote for up to 30 programmes — with a minimum of 
three in each of the six categories: the other 12 votes could be spread around any 
others as one wished (and one could also “write-in” shows not already listed). 

There were some surprises — both sf and non: 

Within non-sf, comedy progs like FAWLTY TOWERS (no. I) and 
MONTY PYTHON both came well up along with HANCOCK and ONLY 
FOOLS & HORSES. Other non-sf shows like HOUSE OF CARDS/BETWEEN 
THE LINES etc. Also did (deservedly) well. 

Within sf, DR WHO came top in that genre, whilst THE AVENGERS, 
THUNDERBIRDS, EDGE OF DARKNESS, QUATERMASS & THE PIT, etc. 
all did well. Even a very old show (about which, when it was broadcast in 1955, 
there were House of Commons questions): 19844 appeared well up. Oddly 
enough, my own favourite THE PRISONER came 101 overall (quite an 
appropriate number for a Big Brother type show) and within its own Series/Serials 
classification, came No. 28. The overall winner was FRASIER. 

But please pop into Severn Room and watch a few clips on video. 


Art Show 
This year the Art Show will be on the 2™ floor in the Chilter, Featured artists 
include Jim Barker, David A. Hardy, Tim Groome and Sue Jones. 

In addition, however, we will be Jaunching our CD ROM art show which 
will feature the work of Meraylah Allwood, Ian Brooks, Jackie Burns, Dave 
Carson, Claire, David A. Hardy, Colin Langeveld. 

We invited artists to write briefly about the work they have supplied on CD 
ROM: 


Claire: 

My space art site (http:/Awww.cthis.btinternet.com) was generated by a recent 
interest in Space scenery and astronomy about over a year ago. Also being 
interested in science coincided with my inspiration, and enabled me to produce 
some of the visions I had in store, that I was later able to express with the use of 
computer technology. Although I was only using a simple computer art format 
initially for my website, the medium was another adventure from the beginning, 
and the creating of my site right to this day has left me with more than a fare share 
of new ideas! The pictures were more or less to do with my experimenting with 
the techno tools of the computer so they vary in theme. Some are my idea of what 
the outer regions of space is like in an imaginary sense. e.g. Globular Storm, while 
some are my view of space from what we see now. e.g. Jupiter with Io. I am 
always hoping to create new pictures that will eventually make more people 
imagine, not just by looking at what's there, but by also seeing what might be. 





David A. Hardy: 

The images on my CD-ROM include ‘favourite’ ones from the 70's or earlier, 
painted conventionally and scanned from slides, up to recent work produced 
digitally. Among them are my latest cover for F&SF (July 2000) -- my 51st , the 
50th being my first digital for them -- and for ANALOG, not yet published. Also 
the latest incarnation of 'Marshma!low Moon?', which appears on the cover of 
REALITY DUST by Stephen Baxter (who, incidentally, is writing the Foreword 
for HARDYWARE, a book about my work to be published in 2001 by Paper 
Tiger, for which Chris Morgan is writing the text. Stephen says he has been a fan 
[of mine] since 1972!) 

Also included are two of my most recent paintings, both about 3 x 4ft on 
canvas, done for an exhibition currently being held at A.T.Kearney in Berkeley 
Square, London. I'll be glad to explain more to anyone who asks (and buys me a 
pint?). And the piece I did for Electric Eggs, which aids access to cons for the 
disabled -- the only appearance here of Bhen. 

[Any of the above are available as one-off, photo-quality inkjet prints, for a 
basic £30 for an A3 - plus postage if necessary- contact Dave for details, although 
a few are already available as prints, and indeed are in the Art Show. ] 


Colin Langeveld: 

I decided to make the leap into the digital world after being surprised - indeed, 
frightened - by the high quality of work at the 1999 Eastercon artshow I felt that 
there was little chance of me competing these standards. There was, however some 
comfort when I discovered that a large majority of them had been “computer 
rendered ‘. I had previously been experimenting with Photoshop 5 so 1 had some 
idea where to go from there. 


I use Truespace and Amapi 3D, to create my spaceships and cities: Bryce 4, 
for scenery and Poser 4 for humans, aliens dragon, horses etc. For complicated 
figures, foreground scenery, or textures, I usually return to the old fashioned brush 
and paint, the results then being scanned into the rendered picture. Everything is 
finally brought together by the application of Photoshop 5. 


Food and Drink 


Break fast 
Breakfast will be served in the restaurant on the 1st floor from 7.30am until 
10.30am on Saturday and Sunday. 


Convention Menu 

This will be served in the 1st floor restaurant for every session (except Sunday 
18.30-21.30 which will be served in the Warwick). Simply pay for your meal(s), 
collect your raffle ticket(s) and collect the meal(s) from the servery. 


Food will be served at the following times (in the Ist floor restaurant except 
where stated). All main courses £5.00, desserts available at £2.75: 


Friday: 18.30-21.30 
Fish & Chips 
Vegetable Lasagne 


Saturday: 12.30-14.30 
Shepherd’s Pie 
Mushroom & Leek Pie 


Saturday: 18.30-21.30 

Balti style 

Samosas £1.10 

Bahjis £1.10 

Pakora £1.10 

Naan Bread £1.20 

Chicken, Lamb or Vegetable Balti with rice £5.00 per portion. 

NB: For those who prefer a non-Indian meal the Harvey's Menu (see below) will 
be available in both Harvey's Bar and in the First Floor Restaurant. 


Sunday: 12.30-14.30 
Roast Beef 


Roast Turkey 
Vegetarian Option 


Sunday: 18.30-21.30 (in the Warwick) 
Steak & Mushroom Pie 

Scampi & Chips 

Vegetarian Option 


Filled Baguettes will be available from both bars throughout the weekend from 
£2.50 each. 


The salad bar will be available during the evening sessions on an “as much as you 
can eat” for £3.00 basis. 


Tea and Coffee will be available in the restaurant only throughout the weekend at 
arate of £1.00 per serving. 


Lemonade and other soft drinks will be charged at £1.00 per glass and orange 
squash at 40p. 


Harvey’s Bar Menu 
This will be available from the First Floor Restaurant (in addition to Con Food) 
but it has to be ordered — rather than served on the spot! 


Light Bites: 

Homemade Soup of the Day & Wholemeal Bread £2.40 
Spanish Omelette — Onion and Potato with side salad £4.60 
Warm Chicken Salad, grilled with Caesar dressing £5.80 
Poached Fillet of Salmon with a new potato, tomato 

and shallot salad dressed with a rasberry vinaigrette £5.50 
Oyster Mushroom, Baby Leek, Courgette & Tomato 

Fettuccini with Tarragon Cream Sauce £4.95 
Cheddar, Stilton & Pate Ploughmans £3.95 
On the Side 

Garlic Bread (Ciabatta) £1.65 
Spicy Wedges £1.45 
Green Salad £1.45 
Mediterranean Salad £1.80 


Sandwiches or Toasties with White or Brown Bloomer: 
Smoked Salmon & Cottage Cheese £4.10 
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Roast Beef & Horseradish £3.65 


Honey Baked Ham & English Mustard £3.65 

Prawn with Marie Rose & Dill £3.95 | 
Roast Mediterranean Vegetables with Feta Cheese £3.60 

Roast Turkey & Cranberry £3.65 

Cheese and Onion with Branston £3.45 

Pizzas . 

Cheese & Tomato £4.50 

Pepperoni & Mushroom £4.95 

Mediterranean Vegetarian £4.75 


A selection of fresh desserts from £2.10 


Drink 
The main convention bar is the Malvern and Malvern Bar on the 2nd floor (please 
note that the smaller section, the Malvern “Bar” is a no smoking area). In 
addition, this year we will be using the Warwick bar on the 9th floor. Opening 
times are as follows: ` 
Malvern/Malvern Bar: Friday and Saturday llam to 2am 

Sunday 11am to 6pm. 
Warwick Bar: Friday 6pm-11pm, 

Saturday and Sunday llam to 2am. 


The Real Ale we have arranged for the Britannia to supply for the weekend is 
Holdens XB or Railway Bitter (4.18%) which will cost £2.20 per pint, this will be 
available in both 2™ and 9" floor bars. 


In addition the Hotel have arranged supplies of both oak conditioned strong and 
medium sweet ciders especially for the con — these will also be on sale from both 
the 2" and 9° floor bars. 


Happy Hour Prices will be available from 6pm-8pm — these are £1.50 per pint for 
draught (not real ale) beer, £1.80 single spirit and £1.80 bottled beers. 


All drinks will be at standard rates at all other times. 


For the convenience of members who prefer wine the hotel have agreed to sell 
bottles (and some half bottles) over the two bars at restaurant prices! 


House White, £9.75 
Attractive bodied white wine with a good depth of fruit 
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Chablis A.C, £18.25 
Light and dry with a clean crisp finish 


Soave Doc, £11.75 
Light refreshing white wine 


House Red, £9.75 
Medium wine with good depth of fruit 


Cotes du Rhone A.C, £12.75 (full) £7.25 (half) 
Soft, light and appealing red wine with warm spicy fruit flavours 


St Emilion A.C, £15.50 
Deep colour, good fruity bouquet, firm and well-balanced. 


Wheelchair Access by Pat McMurray 


As you will have noticed the main entrance to the Britannia comprises a revolving 
door, leading to a small landing at the top of three stairs down to the ground floor 
reception. There is also a fire exit which can be opened from the inside, which 
leads to the same small landing. It appears possible to get an ordinary manual or 
powered wheelchair through the fire exit onto the landing. The hotel have a ramp 
for the three steps which they will lay down for the weekend. The fire exits are 
alarmed, but we'll ask them to switch the alarm off for the weekend. In the nature 
of things they will almost certainly forget to do these things, and switch the alarms 
on and take the ramp up at every shift changeover, but we shall do our best. 

If you have a scooter or large trolley which cannot get through the fire exit, 
the revolving door can be completely folded back to allow very good access. I 
have been shown how to do this, and intend to train every gopher and anyone else 
who's interested in it, how to do it. The hotel have shown every sign of being 
helpful and friendly, but best to be prepared. I would expect that the ramp will be 
down and the doors open most of Friday afternoon as the dealers come in and out 
as well. £ 

The hotel has 11 floors -- ground floor reception, Mezzanine bar area, which 
we probably won't use, Ist floor restaurant which we will use, 2nd floor main con 
bar, art show, Ops and registration, 9th floor dealer's room, smaller bar and 
programme room. All other floors are bedrooms and there are bedrooms on the 
2nd as well. 

There are three lifts to each floor -- two public lifts and one staff lift. There 
are also fire escape stairs between all floors and public stairs between the ground, 
mezzanine and first floors. Both public lifts and all public rooms appear both 
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wheelchair and scooter accessible. We've calculated that it will take ten minutes 
for the entire membership to travel by lift from the second to the ninth floor -- we 
have 15 minute intervals between most programme items. The staff lift can be 
used by the membership, but appears very difficult for wheelchair access -- I'd 
stick to the public lifts. 

All the public areas on each floor are flat, with no stairs. Many of the doors 
are on springs and may prove difficult to open without assistance. Most entrances 
to public rooms are double doored and will be left open where possible. The 
artshow and dealers room appear large enough that they should not be crowded 
and manoeuvring should be reasonable. 

The hotel has certain bedrooms they provide to people with access 
difficulties. None of them are fully accessible. All the bedroom doors are 
standard width, but they can remove the bathroom doors, if requested. I would 
suggest contacting the hotel in advance to make doubly sure they are aware of any 
potential difficulties. I believe wheelchairs will be able to get into the rooms, but I 
don't think scooters will be able to. It should be possible to get the hotel to take 
care of a scooter and recharge it overnight. 

If you have any further questions please ask at the Novacon Registration 
Desk. 

[Please note that if you wish to complain about the change of access to the 
Britannia through the partial closure of New Street correspondence should be 
addressed to: The City Centre Manager, City Centre Management, 6th Floor, 
Essex House, 27 Temple Street, Birmingham, B2 ADE. (Telephone 0121- 303- 
3004, Fax 0121-303-3332). 





General Information 


Novacon Table 

The Novacon Registration table will be open: 

Friday: 2pm-6.30pm and 7pm-10pm for N30 Registrations ONLY. 

Saturday: 10am-3pm and 4.30pm-8pm for all Novacon/BSFG business 

Sunday: 10am-5pm for all Novacon/B SFG business 

From Saturday morning onwards the table will be: selling a variety of Novacon 
merchandise and publications from previous Novacons (£2 per set for Specials and 
Programme Books and a few Novacon 25 T-Shirts illustrated by David A. Hardy 
for just £10 each!); selling badges for the Beer Tasting (£4.50 per person or your 3 
bottles of beer); selling memberships to Novacon 31 (just £28.00 at Novacon 30, 
rising to £32.00 after the con); raffle tickets in aid of the RNIB’s Books for the 
Blind Project; selling tickets for the Birmingham SF Group’s Beer & Skittles 
evening in December. 


Dealers’ Room 

This is in the Stafford on the 9th floor and will be open from 10am until 6pm 
Saturday and 10am until 4pm on Sunday. It may be open at sometime on Friday. 
Times are subject to change. 


The Art Show 
This is in the Chiltern on the 2nd floor and will be open from 10am until 6pm on 
Saturday and on Sunday from 10am until the Art Auction starts at noon. 


The International Beer Tasting 
On Sunday night from 8pm we will be hosting the latest in a long series of 


Novacon Beer Tastings, using the ever-popular BYOB (bring your own beer) 
format. To get the ball rolling the convention hopes to have two local beers on 
draught from Leicester’s Hoskins & Oldfield’s microbrewery: a strong dark mild, 
Midnight Express and Hob, their award winning standard bitter, as well as a few 
interesting bottles - the rest is up to you! 

To take part, all you need to do is bring at least THREE bottles of 
your favourite British or foreign beer to the convention and check them in at the 
Novacon Registration desk when you arrive. In return you will receive a techni- 
colour “BEER BADGE” which will entitle you to drink the beer at the Tasting on 
Sunday. Alternatively, you can also take part in the Tasting by buying a BEER 
BADGE for £4.50 from Novacon Registration. 

All Novacon members are welcome to attend the Tasting. The convention 
is supplying an assortment of exotic and/or unusual non-alcoholic drinks at the 
Tasting, which will be free to everyone, but only those with BEER BADGES will 
be entitled to drink the beer. For further information contact the Beer Tasting 
Organiser, Tony Berry, in the bar, or ask at the Novacon Registration Table. 

[Please remember, although we have come to an arrangement with the 
Britannia regarding the Beer Tasting, this does not extend to you bringing in your 
own supplies of drink elsewhere during the con. The Hotel can and will charge 
corkage to people smuggling food or drink into the hotel!] 


Gophers 

If you have volunteered to be a gopher or if you wish to volunteer please report to 
CHRIS MURPHY in the Ops Room (the Lichfield, behind the Novacon 
Registration Desk). 


HN LE. Raffle 

If you wish to purchase tickets for the annual raffle in aid of RNIB’s Books for the 
Blind Project, Anne Woodford will be selling them around the con, but tickets will 
also be available from the Novacon Registration table -- Saturday onwards. Ina 

change from established tradition, prizes will not be given out as the draw is made 
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at the Award Ceremony. Instead prizes will be available for collection from a 
table set up in the Warwick bar after the ceremony. 

We have a wide variety of prizes which will be displayed near the Novacon 
registration table from Saturday onwards. These include a ‘rare’ video (official) 
copy of the German TV's 'Spacenight' (four programmes about David A. Hardy’ s 
work); a signed copy of the Drunken Dragon Press hardcover edition of Eric 
Brown's TIME-LAPSED MAN & OTHER STORIES; several signed Colin 
Greenland books and J.R.R. Tolkien's LORD OF THE RINGS (and THE 
HOBBIT) read by Rob Inglis on CD — a boxed set of 56 CDs actually! (Many 
thanks to the Danbury Mint, David A Hardy, Colin Greenland and Eric Brown for 
the prizes they have donated.) 


Operations 
As we are sure you are aware Novacon, like most conventions in Britain, is run by 
volunteers and we can’t have too many of them! So if you are willing to help out 
at the convention -- anything from moving chairs to helping with tech ops or 
working on the programme, please contact Chris Murphy, in the Ops Room. 
Registration and Operations will be in the same place as last year, first on 
the left as you come out of the second floor lifts. Like last year we shall be 
operating a faseist ‘tidy’ Ops Room policy, with designated areas for stuff to be 
stored and no non-essential furniture (or people). However, you will still be able 
to leave coats and bags in Ops on request and at your own risk. ; 


No Smoking j 

We would appreciate it if you refrained from smoking in designated “No 
Smoking” areas such as: the Stafford/Dealers’ Room (apart from dealers), the 
Chiltern/Art Show, the Malvern Bar, and the Gloucester/Main Programme. 


Dire Warnings 
Please remember that the Britannia Hotel is in the business of selling 


accommodation, drink and food for profit. Neither the management of the 
Britannia nor the Novacon committee will approve of people “crashing” in rooms 
they haven’t paid for, and/or smuggling food/drink into the hotel. The Novacon 
committee will obviously support the hotel in any dispute with members of 
Novacon caught “crashing” and/or “smuggling”. 


Badges 
As we have not filled the hotel there will be non-convention guests in the Hotel. It 


is therefore essential that you wear your con badge AT ALL TIMES! If you do 
not you may be refused service in the con bars and food from the con menu. You 
WILL be challenged by our own security staff and prevented from entering 
function spaces and Hotel Staff may challenge anyone not wearing a badge. 
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Programme: In the Gloucester on the 9° Floor. 
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